the monthly newsletter of
2018

Sunday – September 2nd
(Labor Day Weekend)

10:00 a.m.—Combined Service with communion

(Sanctuary)

Sunday – September 9th
(Stephen Ministry Sunday)

10:00 a.m.—Combined Service

(Sanctuary)

Sunday – September 16th
8:30 a.m.—Celebration Service (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 a.m.—Adult Christian Education Classes*
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday – September 23rd
8:30 a.m.—Celebration Service (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 a.m.—Adult Christian Education Classes*
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday – September 30th
10:00 a.m.—Combined Service

(Fellowship Hall)

*Adult Christian Education Classes are held in Sanctuary Rooms A & C, the Fellowship Hall and the
Church Office. Classes are not held on Combined Service Sundays. Children’s Church for children
up to 1st grade takes place after the Children’s Sermon at the 11:00 Service in Sanctuary Room B.

The Church Office
will be closed on
Monday, September
3rd for Labor Day.

VACATION OFFICE HOURS
Our Church Secretary
will be on vacation from
September 24th - 28th.
Therefore, we will have
limited office hours
during that week.
Office hours for the week of September 24th
through 28th, will be 10:00 a.m. - noon.

The Men’s Breakfast will be held this month
on September 8th at 8:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Please sign up in the
Fellowship Hall to attend.

Please mark your
calendars for a
Celebration of Life
Service for Erwin
Herger, scheduled for
Saturday, September 8th
at 11:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

9/5
9/6
9/7
9/9
9/11
9/12
9/15
9/20
9/23
9/25

Jennifer Arey
Marijane VanOst
Glenn Snodgrass
Jean Beschen
Peter Todsen
Jane Snodgrass
Sue Lundgren
Sandra Kimball
Bill Purtill
Isobel Sylvester

9/5
Dick & Sue Noonan
9/11
Steve & Brenda Weston
9/14
Ed & Dian Walker
9/22
Laird & Joyce Arey
9/24
Fred & Lori Bell

Lectionary
Readings

On Sunday, September 9th we will have
a single Combined Worship Service
at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Please
make this change on your worship schedule.

September 2nd

Song of Solomon 2:8-13
James 1:17-27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

September 9th

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
James 2:1-17
Mark 7:24-37

September 16th
Proverbs 1:20-33
James 3:1-2
Mark 8:27-38

You are invited to attend a luncheon
hosted by our Stephen Ministry
following worship on Sunday, September 9th
to celebrate the commissioning of Bill Purtill
as a Stephen Leader, which will take place that
morning during the 10:00 Worship Service.

September 23rd
Proverbs 31:10-31
James 3:13-4:3
Mark 9:30-37

September 30th
Esther 7:1-6 & 9-10
and 9:20-22
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Each Sunday a variety of volunteers work together
with the pastors to make our worship services run
smoothly. We are always seeking additional
volunteers to serve as Liturgists, Greeters or Ushers.
If you are interested in assisting in any of these areas,
please contact Donna Pound at: 321-259-5636.

The Wednesday morning Book Discussion
Group which meets at 11:00 in the Church
Office invites you to join us for a study of
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23
by W. Phillip Keller, beginning September 5th.
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, inspires
Christians with its classic insights into the
heart of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.
Page by page, Keller reveals new facets of the
Shepherd of Psalm 23 and his tireless,
devoted care of His sheep. In this study you
will discover an uplifting expression of Christ's
love for those that trust him as their
protector, guide, provider and faithful keeper.

B3S (Brown Bag Bible Study) Returns on September 5th!
Make plans now to participate in our Wednesday Night Bible Study to
examine scripture, fellowship and pray. This is especially important to the
continuing faith formation of our body of Christ at Pineda PC.
This semester's selection is The Book of Revelation: Visions for the
Church in Crisis. The study will be informative and presented in sections
that are easy to understand. We will learn about the settings of the "seven
churches on earth", discuss the "setting in Heaven", spend some time with
the "seven seals" and "seven bowls", contemplate the "final fall of Babylon",
and look forward to "all things new".
If you have never understood the Book of Revelation, or found it daunting or too wrapped in
symbolism, then this Bible Study is for you! Come and explore the excitement that looms
inside Revelation -- you will not be disappointed!
Register for your book in the Fellowship Hall, or call the Church Office. This is a perfect time (and
entry point) to invite family members and friends into the fellowship of our loving and faith-building
Pineda PC congregation.

Session Sound Bites from August 20th Meeting
 Opened with prayer and devotion led by Elder Sue Lundgren
 Received Clerk’s report on Presbytery activities and relationship with Pineda, as
requested by Board of Deacons
 Learned that Central Florida Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry approved the request to
dissolve the Associate Pastor relationship effective December 31, 2018
 Elected Paul Pratt as Elder Commissioner to the September 11 Presbytery Meeting
 Received reports of Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor and approved mileage expenses
 Learned that Bill Purtill will be commissioned as a Stephen Leader during worship on
Sept. 9
 Heard that three people are attending the F.I.S.H. event on Saturday, August 25
 Learned that the trifold Welcome Packets are being updated
 Noted that second part of the movie “I Can Only Imagine” will be shown on Wednesday,
August 22 at 6:30 p.m., accompanied by dessert
 Approved allocation of 2018 Sunshine Learning rent to the Capital Fund
 Learned that contributions to the Operating Fund continue to fall short of the estimates
of giving
 Authorized Finance Team to establish a church PayPal account to provide a means for
online donations through our web site
 Learned that 2018 Stewardship program is ready to go, but that an elder is needed to
oversee it
 Recommended elimination of the Associate Pastor position, effective December 31, 2018
 Approved calling a congregational meeting for Sunday, August 9, 2018 to act on the
recommendation to eliminate the Associate Pastor position, effective December 31, 2018
 Requested all teams review their chapter of the Policies and Procedures Manual and
submit electronic versions of updates for session approval
 Noted that memorial service for Erwin Herger will be held Saturday, September 8th at 11
a.m.
 Adjourned with prayer

The Session has called a Congregational
Meeting for Sunday, September 9th
immediately following the 10:00 worship service
for the purpose of hearing and acting upon
the recommendation of the Session
to eliminate the part-time Associate Pastor
position, effective December 31, 2018.

Beginning
September 16th
at 9:45 a.m.!
Upward and Onward—(Sanctuary Meeting Room A)
A lecture & discussion class which studies the Bible verse by verse. Upward & Onward is
led by Pat Zinn and meets in Meeting Room A (on the left side of the narthex). This fall we
will study the Old Testament books of Ezra, Haggai, and Zechariah. Ezra was a priest and
the book carrying his name is classified as history; Haggai and Zechariah are two of the
twelve minor prophets. (“Minor” does not mean unimportant, but that these books are
shorter and more tightly focused than those of the major prophets.) Why this combination
of books for our study? They are tied together by the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem
following the return from the Babylonian exile (around 538 BC), the revitalization of the
spiritual life of the nation of Israel, and the hope of the coming Messiah.

Seekers—(Sanctuary Meeting Room C)
This fall we will be using studies from "The Presbyterian Outlook" magazine. Each week
has a Scripture and explanation of its history as well as a related discussion topic. Seekers
is led by Phyllis Powers and Marie Hoffman and meets in Meeting Room C (at the SW
corner of the Sanctuary).

Thoughtful Christians—(Fellowship Hall)
A discussion group which uses a variety of resources for discussion of and exploration into
our Christian response to current events and popular culture. Thoughtful Christians is led by
Meg Dalton and meets in the Fellowship Hall.

Literature & Scripture—(Church Office)
A lecture and discussion class which takes works of classical and contemporary fiction and
interweaves the themes, characters, and plots with the Old and New Testaments, Christian
doctrine & theology, and our confessions and creeds for application to living in today’s
culture. Scripture & Literature is led by Denise Moran and meets in the Church Office.

Presbyterian Women
All women of Pineda are invited and encouraged to participate in this year’s Horizons Bible
Study which takes place during Lydia, Miriam and Dorcas Circle Meetings. Bible study is
the glue that holds Presbyterian Women together. It’s our history for over more than 100
years of studies. Individually and as a community, we will be encouraged to both see and
seek God’s presence with us in the ordinate experiences of our own lives.
The 2018 -2019 PW/Horizons Bible study, God’s Promise: I Am with You, takes readers on a
journey through scripture to consider circumstances in which God articulated His promise
of presence. In nine lessons, we will see anew that God offered words of profound comfort
and commitment to individuals and communities, from the time of the patriarchs to that of
the prophets; from the judges to the kings; before, during, and after the exile; into the New
Testament and beyond, to the end of the age. Some instances may be quite familiar, while
others might surprise you.
The PW Purpose calls Presbyterian Women to nurture faith through prayer and Bible study.
All of our studies can be read by individuals, but it is what the individuals discover together
through group prayer and Bible study that nurtures Presbyterian Women. In studying God’s
Promise: I Am with You, Circle Members will reflect on how the promise of God’s presence
speaks beyond the pages of the Bible, to their own circumstances.
The author of Hebrews asserts, God “has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you’”
(Hebrews 13:5). This study will confirm that God has indeed, made and kept that very
promise, again and again.
Bible Study Books are available from the Circle Leaders, Dian Walker (Lydia), Karen
Shumaker (Miriam) and Helga Wilson (Dorcas) for $11.00.

Miriam Circle
Wednesday, September 12th @ 1:00 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Lydia Circle
Wednesday, September 12th @ 7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary Room A)

Dorcas Circle
Thursday, September 13th @ 10:30 a.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Mission News
The Mission Team has received letters of appreciation from numerous organizations
which our church has supported. Following is a list of these the organizations.

The Children 's Hunger Project
"We started by feeding 27 kids at one school six years ago. Now we are providing a package
of food for over 1,650 kids each weekend at 41 elementary schools throughout the county.
With help from people like you, we will continue to expand, as the need continues to rise".

Daily Bread
"Your support enables us to provide vital services to our neighbors in need. Over the last six
months, we served over 40,500 hot, nutritious meals to hungry neighbors and provided 10,200
hot showers. Last month alone, we helped three of our homeless neighbors find gainful
employment and saw four of our homeless find housing. We are able to provide support in
such big and meaningful ways thanks to your donations".

South Brevard Sharing Center
"Thanks to supporters like you, in 2017 we were able to provide the basic needs for our
community when circumstances left many unable to support themselves. In 2017: 18,206 were
able to feed their families through our food pantry. 28 households avoided eviction and 59
kept their electricity on. 2,094 received toilet paper, toothpaste, diapers and other hygiene
necessities. 97 received coats to keep them warm during the cold days and nights. 357
children experienced the magic of Christmas through gifts from SBSC.

Our church continues to carry out Christ's work through our support
to these organizations and our community.

The Chancel Choir, led by
Carol Lindemer and accompanied by
Marilyn Bullard will begin rehearsals
again on September 6th!
We always welcome additional singers!
If you’re interested,
just attend a rehearsal on Thursdays
@ 7:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary!

The Peace & Global Witness Offering (formerly called the Peacemaking Offering) is one of the
four special offerings we receive each year. This offering will be received on
World Communion Sunday, October 7th.
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of
Christ by addressing systems of injustice around the world.


Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect
with the global witness of Christ's peace.



Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation.



The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace
and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of
education and Christian witness.

Watch for more information in your worship bulletins later this month.

Food Pantry Donations
Sunday, September 2nd—Canned Fruit
Sunday, September 9th—Breakfast Cereal
Sunday, September 16th—Canned Pasta
(Spaghetti O’s / Ravioli etc.)

Sunday, September 23rd—Saltine Crackers
Sunday, September 30th—Boxed macaroni & cheese

Pastor’s Pondering
My friends,
The monk and priest Martin Luther wrote about the letter of James relative to John’s,
Paul’s, and Peter’s writings in the New Testament: “Therefore is Saint James’s Epistle a
right strawy Epistle in comparison with them, for it has no gospel character to it.” (14,
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, The General Epistle of James, R.V.G. Tasker) But to me, if
there is any letter that has the character of the Sermon on the Mount, which I would call
“gospel character,” and thus Jesus, it is “the Epistle of James.” Nineteenth century Danish
theologian Soren Kierkegaard also claimed the “highly practical Epistle of James” as his
favorite Scripture. (11, Ibid) Kierkegaard said that the church of his time saw being a
Christian and being a Dane as “simply equated.” (128, A Handbook of Christian Theologians,
Marty and Peerman) Some churches tend to do that: being a good Christian equals being a
good American citizen. We know better, do we not? The letter of James lets us know that
being a Christian means living out and not simply voicing one’s faith. Please take time to
read the James’ Epistle in September.
We will not go through all the verses of James in September. For instance, James
2:14-26, a central text of the letter, will not be read, but its subject about how we are saved
is very familiar to us: faith or works. Those readers who love the Apostle Paul would say
faith saves us: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” (Romans 1:16) Reading
James we could easily say works save us. Does James really say that we are saved by
works and set himself at odds with Paul? James did write, “So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.” (2:17) Yet, I would argue that the great Apostle Paul and James emphasized
different sides of the grace of Jesus Christ; theologically, Paul focused on justification, and
James stressed sanctification. Both sides are grace, as James wrote, “Show me your faith
apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.” (2:18b) I have no doubt
that Paul and James would agree that no matter what side of grace is emphasized, God
saves. “The Letter to the Ephesians” may state the relation between faith and works most
clearly (which could be also seen as the relation between justification and sanctification, the
two sides of grace): “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we
are what He has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.” (2:8-10)
So, in September come worship God, who works to save us all along with the whole
creation.
Peace,

“We are a caring and compassionate Christ-centered faith community,
living out our growing understanding of God’s Word and love
as we seek to connect with our world and one another.”

The Church calendar is current at time of printing.
For up to the minute changes, please visit our
church website at: www.pinedapres.org
and click on the calendar link.
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