The Tidings
the monthly newsletter of

Pineda Presbyterian Church

March 3rd (Communion Sunday)
8:30 a.m. Celebration Service (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education Classes*
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

March 6th (Ash Wednesday)
7:00 p.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary)

March 10th (1st Sunday in Lent)
8:30 a.m. Celebration Service (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education Classes*
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

March 17th (2nd Sunday in Lent)
8:30 a.m. Celebration Service (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education Classes*
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

March 24th (3rd Sunday in Lent)
8:30 a.m. Celebration Service (Fellowship Hall)
9:45 a.m. Adult Christian Education Classes*
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service (Sanctuary)

March 31st (4th Sunday in Lent)
8:45 a.m. Literature & Scripture Class (Church Office)
10:00 a.m. 5th Sunday Combined Service (Fellowship Hall)

2019
L E C T I O NA RY
READINGS
March 3rd
Exodus 34:29-35
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-43

March 10th
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

March 17th
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35

March 24th
Isaiah 55:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

March 31st
Joshua 5:9-12
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

*Adult Christian Education Classes are held in Sanctuary Rooms A & C, the Fellowship Hall
and the Church Office. Classes are not held on Combined Service Sundays except the Literature
& Scripture Class which meets at 8:45 on those Sundays. Children’s Church for children up to
1st grade takes place after the Children’s Sermon at the 11:00 Service in Sanctuary Room B.

3/1
3/5
3/13
3/15
3/20
3/25

Kim Kimball
Ed Washburn
Scott Zinn
Sue Noonan
Steve Weston
Rosalie Jensen
John Ellis
Barb Burton
Tom Joynes

Please join us
March 6th at 7:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary for
Ash Wednesday Service!

Lenten Daily Devotional booklets will be available
at both worship services on Sunday, March 3rd.
Please be sure to pick up your copy
in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall.
3/18
Ira & Isobel
Sylvester
3/25
Tom & Moira
Eddleman

Please update your church
directory with the following
information:
Brian & Jeanette Horton
831 Villa Drive
Melbourne, FL 32940

Worship Banner Group
Are you interested in helping to create worship banners for
the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall? If so, please join us on
Tuesday, March 19th at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall!
Our current plan is to continue meeting on the 3rd Tuesday
of each month at 1:00 in the Fellowship Hall.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Please note that the Prayer Shawl Ministry will return
to meeting only once per month. Please join us on the
first Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

Scout Sunday
On Sunday, February 10th we enjoyed worshipping together with Cub Scout
Pack 285 for which Pineda Presbyterian is the charter organization. We also
enjoyed and appreciated the wonderful reception lunch provided by the pack
leaders and Cub Scout parents.

Dinner & Chair Yoga
Please join us on Wednesday, March 20th
at 5:30 p.m. for dinner, followed by
an introduction to “Chair Yoga”!
Some potential benefits of Chair Yoga include:






Can be done by almost anyone, including many with disabilities
Can be done at home, at the office or even on a park bench
Can help to improve circulation, flexibility, balance and strength
Can help to promote relaxation and reduce stress
Can cause less strain to joints and muscles than some other forms
of exercise

Cost for dinner is $6.00 per person.
Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall
by Sunday, March 17th.

Special Offerings
Many thanks to the Pineda congregation for your incredibly generous
response to our recent special offerings!

Christmas Joy Offering
The annual Christmas Joy Offering was collected on Christmas Eve and raised $1,446.50. The
offering provides assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and helps to
develop our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.

Blanket Sunday Offering
The Blanket Sunday Offering was collected on Sunday, January 27th and raised $656.00 which was
forwarded to Church World Service to provide blankets to the poor and those affected by natural
disasters.

Souper Bowl of Caring Chili Cook-off and Offering
The 2019 Super Bowl of Caring Chili Cook-off was held on February 3rd and was enjoyed by all.
There were nine chili chefs vying for the best of the day which resulted in a tie. Dorothy Brown and
Karen Smith were the winners for the best chili. Congratulations! Soup cans for monetary donations
were available on each table. The offering raised $195.00 which will be forwarded to The Advent
Food Pantry. Another great sharing time for our church.

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
On Easter Sunday our church will collect the annual One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. A gift to
One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our neighbors in need
around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, providing food to the
hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. The funds raised from this offering will be
distributed in three ways:

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance receives 32%;
 Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36%
 Self-Development of People receives 32%
You will learn more about this offering in the coming weeks through bulletin inserts and
Minutes for Mission.

Mission Conference Kickoff
On Saturday, February 9th Pineda Presbyterian hosted the Kickoff Event for the
Brevard/Indian River Presbyterians 2019 Mission Conference. Congregants from 13 area
churches joined together in our Fellowship Hall for a potluck dinner followed by two
special guest speakers, Pastor Perline Cooper and Rev. Helivao Poget.
Pastor Perline Cooper has been an ordained pastor for 38 years in the Church of Jesus
Christ in Madagascar (FJKM). She has served as the head of Sunday School for FJKM for
18 years, taught Biblical Hebrew at the FJKM’s Seminary for 13 years, served as the Vice
President of FJKM for 4 years, and headed up the FJKM AIDS program for 5 years.
Currently she is overseeing the ministry of 3 Malagasy Congregations in North America in
Montreal, Ottawa, and New York City. Pastor Cooper lives Near Albany, NY with her
husband, Bruce and son, Allan.
Rev. Helivao Poget is a FJKM minister and leader of SAFFIFAA, a ministry to
marginalized people, serving in down town Antananarivo, the capitol city. There she works
as a chaplain among street people – prostitutes, drug addicts, street kids, street families –
sharing the Gospel and helping them spiritually and financially to move away from street
life. Helivao also teaches missiology at their theological institution, sharing her
experiences and knowledge with the students, helping them explore ways to address social
problems such as poverty, violence, prostitution and life on the street.

Pictured left to right:
Elder Tom Eddleman,
Pastor Perline Cooper,
Rev. Helivao Poget,
Rev. Dr. Jim Moran.

My friends,
Temptation…. A malady we all experience because we are human. Of course,
you have been tempted to sin, to be disobedient to God and do wrong. Who has not
been tempted? In a continuing education class at Columbia Theological Seminary in
1989, we studied Luke 4:1-13, as one of our Scripture texts for Lent. You remember the
story of the temptation of Jesus. John had baptized Jesus in the Jordan River, and, as
Jesus “was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved,
with you I am well pleased.’” (Luke 3:21-22) After Jesus’ genealogy all the way back to
“Adam, son of God,” Luke 4 begins with Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, was led by that
Spirit into the wilderness where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He did not
eat for forty days and was famished. At this weak moment, the devil saw an opportunity, the perfect time to practice temptation. Hungry, alone in the wilderness, Jesus began
his ministry.
First, the devil showed up and took advantage
of his opportunity: “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become a loaf of bread.”
The devil taunted Jesus to prove himself by feeding
himself miraculously.
Thirty years ago my
professor suggested that the devil attempted “to
reduce humanity to less than a human is to be, to
reduce human wisdom to technological cold
knowledge, to reduce humanity to the quest to find
food, and to reduce the dream to primary needs.”
Jesus remembered the scriptures: “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,” from
Deuteronomy 8:3, which goes on to say, “but by
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”
The second temptation the devil offered up was to give Jesus all authority over
everything that existed, “If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” The devil
sought to “reduce the holy to that which is not holy and to replace God with a lie.” Our
temptation here is to bow down to knowledge that is not “finally true about human life
and God.” Jesus drew from his store of learning from the scriptures again: “Worship
the Lord your God, and serve only him.” (Deuteronomy 6:13)
The third temptation came when the devil placed Jesus on the pinnacle of the
Temple in Jerusalem: “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here.”
Then, to boost his argument, the devil himself quoted Scripture, Psalm 91:11-12, ironically about angels protecting him. Jesus remembered the scriptures: “It is said, ‘Do not
put the Lord your God to the test.’” (Deuteronomy 6:16) The devil hoped “to replace
faith with magic.” It is like saying, “If you are God, take care of me.”
Continued on next page

Pastor’s Pondering Continued
Not unlike our quoting the Apostles’ Creed, like a good Baptist in a Bible drill,
Jesus remembered and quoted the Hebrew Scriptures. These quotes Jesus remembered
come from the creeds of Deuteronomy and frame his identity. Our identity as children of
God also is found in the story and creeds that matter to us. In Sunday school and church,
we learn who we are as faithful children of God. On Ash Wednesday, March 6th, Lent
starts and we begin our journey with fellow disciples and walk with Jesus to Jerusalem to
remember Holy Week and celebrate the Resurrection. Come to worship to remember
who you are this season of Lent.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus go with us,

Rev. Dr. Jim Moran

Food Pantry Donations
Last month Pineda’s contribution to the Advent Food Pantry helped
serve 31 families, 106 individuals. An average of 48 bags were handed
out per week with a maximum of 50 bags. During the month 9 new
individuals required food from the pantry. Many thanks to all for your
generosity in your continuing support of this ministry!
Sunday, March 3rd—Canned Fruit
Sunday, March 10th—Breakfast Cereal
Sunday, March 17th—Canned Pasta (Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, etc.)
Sunday, March 24th—Boxed macaroni & cheese
Sunday, March 31st—Dry Pasta (Spaghetti, bow ties, macaroni, etc.)

“We are a caring and compassionate Christ-centered faith community,
living out our growing understanding of God’s Word and love
as we seek to connect with our world and one another.”
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