
The Tidings 
 

t he  mon th l y  n ews le t t e r  o f  
 

P i n e d a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Due to the Coronavirus, our online worship 
services will continue through the end of  
July.  These services have been a great 

blessing and will continue to be accessible 
each week on our website at: 

www.pinedapres.org   

In light of Coronavirus developments and the  
recommendations of the Church Reopening Task Force 
which you will read more about on the following pages, 
our church calendar has been updated. In-person  
meetings, fellowship events and small groups have been 
removed until at least November, or when we reach 
phase 4 and are able to relax restrictions. Session and 
Ministry Team Meetings are taking place via Zoom, and 
staff members continue to work from home at this time.  
 

While we hope to return to in-person worship in the near 
future, it will be contingent upon Coronavirus infection 
rates.  Even as we return to worship, the small groups 
will not meet until we reach phase 4 and no outside 
groups will use our buildings aside from Sunshine 
Learning Center.  
 

We are checking voicemails and  
emails every day. You may contact 
the church office by e-mail at: 
pinedapc.office@gmail.com or by 
phone at: 321-259-1330 if you 
have any concerns or needs. 
Please have someone notify the 
office if you are hospitalized. 

2020 

 7/5 Dwan Buie 

 7/9 Paul Etheridge 

7/10 Al Giddings 

7/11 Anne Purtill 

7/13 Dorothy Brown 

7/17 Sue Giddings  

7/19 Dorothy Manning 

7/25 Sara Carmichael 

7/26 Gary Wilson 

7/30 Tom Eddleman 

 Jerry Scarpate 

7/2—Bob & Rosalie Jensen 

7/21—Kim & Sandra Kimball 



Church Reopening Task Force Update 
 

The Pineda Reopening Task Force was appointed by Session at its May 18th stated 
meeting to plan the reopening of the church and report its recommendations to the  
Session at the June 15th stated meeting.  Pastor Jim Moran appointed Sandra and Kim 
Kimball to chair the task force because of their medical expertise.  Other members were 
Bill Purtill and Haskell Walker (technical), Ed Walker (property), Marie Hoffman 
(representing older members of the congregation), Barbara Mathewson (Presbyterian 
Women), Justin Walker (music), and Pat Zinn (Clerk of Session).    
 
The task force first identified reopening guidelines from state and federal government, the 
CDC, and Central Florida Presbytery resources, then divided into two sub-teams to  
address worship and infection control aspects of reopening.  The sub-teams developed 
plans for Pineda based on the guidelines; the plans were then reviewed by the entire task 
force.  A complete written report, including a bibliography and resources, was presented 
at the June 15th stated meeting of Session.  Session held a special meeting on June 22nd 
to further discuss the report and its specific recommendations.  All recommendations were 
approved by the Session.   
 
The Session has begun implementing the plan, under the leadership of the Worship and 
Facilities Committees and assisted by the Task Force.  Volunteers will be needed from the 
congregation (for example, ushers and greeters); all volunteers will be trained in the new 
procedures.  The Session also authorized funds to purchase needed equipment for  
infection control, including upgrading the HVAC filters to MERV-13 status, more frequent 
filter changes, touch-less hand sanitizer stands, touch-less thermometers, sanitizing wipes 
for the bathrooms, etc. 
 
The new procedures are designed to ensure the health and well-being of our congregation 
and will require patience and understanding by everyone.  You will hear more about them 
as we get closer to reopening, but here are some key practices to be aware of: 
 

 Everyone must wear a mask; a supply of cloth masks will be available if you need 
one  

 Physical distance must be maintained as you wait to enter the church building 
 The greeters will check your temperature and have you sanitize your hands  
 The ushers will seat you according to a plan that ensures safe separation (members 

of a household may sit together) 
 All materials (hymnals, Bibles, literature, etc.) will be removed from the pews 
 Passing the peace will be done by waving or other creative gestures 
 No singing by the congregation or choir; the organ will play the hymns and solos or 

special music will be presented by video 
 Offerings will be deposited into designated containers near the entrance or exit; 

online giving is strongly encouraged  
 After the benediction, the ushers will dismiss you by rows   

  
 

Continued on next page 



Church Reopening Task Force Continued 
 

The Session has set a target reopening date of August 2nd; however, that could be  
delayed if COVID-19 cases continue to rise in our county and the percentage of positive 
cases exceeds levels recommended by the CDC or state officials.  A “dry run” with elders,  
deacons, and their immediate families is planned for the last Sunday in July, to help the 
Session identify and address any “bugs” in the new procedures.  A video of the dry run will 
be posted to Pineda’s website so that members can see exactly what to expect when we 
resume worship. 
 
All of this probably sounds strange and possibly disturbing, but it is not forever!  The  
Session unanimously agreed that it is important for us to be able to worship together in 
person, even with uncomfortable restrictions.  Our online worship services will continue for 
those who are unable to come to the church for any reason.  Let’s look forward to being 
able to worship together again, even if it’s going to be different for a while! 
 

Pat Zinn 
Clerk of Session 

Join us for FISH on Saturday, August 22nd!   
 

FISH (Fresh Ideas Start Here) is an annual training event for anyone in Central 
Florida Presbytery faith communities who is involved in faith formation  
ministries. It is geared toward lay and professional educators, youth ministry 
leaders, pastors, and committee leaders and members.  Because of the limitations 
for large gatherings due to Coronavirus, the event will be held via Zoom. A  
registration packet with class descriptions will be sent by email later this month. 
There will be no charge for the event.   
 

Guest Speaker—Rev. Dr. David Gambrell 
Associate for Worship in the PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship  

 

“This is My Song: Hymns in Christian Formation” 
Saturday, August 22nd from 11:45–12:45 

 
 

Within the pages of a hymnal one can find centuries of theological wisdom, spiritual  
insight, and practical guidance for faithful living. In this workshop, participants will  

explore creative ideas and accessible strategies for using hymns, psalms, and spiritual  
songs in the church’s ministry of education and formation for discipleship.    



Pastor’s Pondering 
 

My friends in the Body of Christ, 
 

The long, arduous journey through the global virus pandemic lingers on as we continue the faithful, 
thoughtful study of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.  This letter to the Roman church talked about  
slavery to sin and slavery to God, in the words of Bob Dylan, “But you gonna have to serve somebody, 
yes indeed; you’re gonna have to serve somebody.  Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord, but 
you’re gonna have to serve somebody.”(1979)  Paul saw the kingdom of slavery and the kingdom of grace 
and placed humanity in a binary world where each person has to serve the ruler as slaves of the  
respective realm.  On the last Sunday in June, I said in the sermon based on Romans 6:15-23 that “I  
believe that not only are we living in the realm of grace, able not to sin, but we are in a community of 
grace, where we live freely in love. What Paul is saying is that Christians have a new Master, God.  If only 
we would follow the God we know through Jesus Christ, our world would be a place of peace and love.”  
Our freedom from tyranny is what we remember the first weekend in July.  What does it mean to “live 
freely”?    

 
Whether or not you heard the June 26th sermon, I remind you what scholar Dr. Douglas Moo said 

about “Paul’s concept of freedom” in Romans:   
 

“… freedom is not that of autonomous self-direction but of deliverance from those enslaving 
powers that would prevent the human being from becoming what God intended. It is only by doing 
God’s will and thus knowing his truth that we can be ‘free indeed’ (John 8:31-36).  This is why, 
without paradox, Christian freedom is at the same time a kind of ‘slavery.’  Being bound to God 
and his will enables the person to become ‘free’ – to be what God wants the person to be.” … (And 
then Dr. Moo quotes a Puritan Confession of Faith)  ‘The liberty which Christ hath purchased for 
believers under the gospel consists in their yielding obedience unto him, not out of slavish fear, but 
a child-like love, and willing mind.’ ” (402, NICNT) 

 
Christians are freed from being slaves to sin and freed to be whom God created us to be.  The  

sermon ended by reminding us of how, as the children of God, we are freed to celebrate all God’s  
children, no matter the color of their skin, solely for the character of their childlike love.  And standing with 
Jesus, we can hear him say, “Let the children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs.”  (Mark 10:14)  Christians are not going to be perfect.  Justified by Jesus’ 
death and sanctified by living in his resurrection, Christians remain sinners.  In July, Paul will teach us, 
along with the body of Christ in Rome, that Jesus Christ rescues us from this body of sin and death.  We 
now live by the Spirit, put to death the deeds of the body, and are being led by the Spirit of God as  
children of God, who are able to cry, “Abba!  Father!” and suffer with Jesus. (8:17)  As children of God, let 
us celebrate both our freedom from sin and death and also our freedom for love and life this July 4, 2020.  
We are and shall be free! 

 
May the peace of the Lord Jesus be with you, 
 

Jim  



July 5th 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Romans 7:15-25a 

Matthew 11:16-19 & 25-30 

 

July 12th 
Genesis 25:19-34 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23 

 

July 19th 
Genesis 28:10-19a 

Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 

 

July 26th 
Genesis 29:15-28 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33 & 44-52 

LECTIONARY 
READINGS  

Session Sound Bites 
(From June 15th Meeting) 

 

 Opened with prayer and devotion led by Moderator Jim 
Moran 

 Approved minutes of the May 18 stated meeting 
 Received report of Pineda Reopening Task Force 
 Scheduled a special meeting on June 22 to discuss the 

report and act upon its recommendations 
 Received Moderator’s report 
 Heard report of Summer Presbytery Meeting by Elder 

Commissioner Ed Walker 
 Learned that Admin team is updating facility use proce-

dures with hold harmless language, as recommended by 
insurance carrier  

 Approved a one-year agreement to upgrade HVAC filters 
to MERV-13 rating and change them every 3 months 

 Received the Treasurer’s report 
 Heard that Board of Pensions granted Pineda’s request 

for 3 months dues relief 
 Learned that Sunshine Learning restarted classes on 

June 4 and has resumed rent payments 
 Heard that online giving is increasing 
 Renamed “Two Cents Per Meal” fund to “Five Cents Per 

Meal”, to align with change by Central Florida Presbytery 
 Learned that July 26 Mission Connection speaker will be 

Children’s Hunger Project 
 Extended online worship through July 26 
 Approved virtual celebration of communion on July 5 
 Learned that organist Kevin O’Crowley has resigned be-

cause of a job change and move back to Kansas 
 Rescheduled Congregational Meeting to August 2nd, fol-

lowing worship 
 Postponed installation and ordination of new officers until 

both in-person worship resumes and laying on of hands 
can be done safely 

 Rescheduled July stated session meeting from July 20 to 
July 27 due to Moderator’s vacation July 13-26 

 Adjourned with prayer 



Mission Team News 
 

Mission Connection Sunday - July 26th 
Cheryl Cominsky, Executive Director of The Children’s Hunger Project (Brevard), will be our  
Mission Connection speaker on July 26th.  TCHP talks about the risk of childhood hunger based on 
the fact that the lunch program available in public schools around the country has been  
recognized by our government and various charities as the key indicator of hunger risk and  
poverty in a geographic area.  It’s hard to believe that childhood hunger is a problem in our area, 
but it is.  In Brevard County, the number of children in the free and reduced-price meal program 
exceeds 50%.  Some elementary schools have 80% or more of their kids on the free and reduced-
price meal program with many of them at risk of childhood hunger and malnutrition.  For many of 
these children, lunch on Friday is the last meal they’ll have until Monday morning. TCHP helps  
provide food and nutrition for children over the weekends and during the summer. The problem 
has grown during the coronavirus pandemic as many parents have lost their jobs and ability to 
provide for their children. The Mission Team looks forward to Cheryl’s presentation about the 
problem and how we can help to solve it.   
 

Five Cents per Meal Offering 
Pineda has supported the “Two Cents Per Meal” Offering for many years.  At its summer meeting 
on June 4th, Central Florida Presbytery approved renaming the fund to “Five Cents Per Meal”, and 
Pineda’s Session approved the same change at its June 15th stated meeting.  Five cents per meal 
works out to $4.50 per month per person for a 30-day month.  The donation amount is a  
suggestion, and all contributions (whether less or greater) are welcome and needed!     
 
Pineda’s Mission Team sends 75% of your donations to local hunger-relief organizations such as 
Daily Bread, Meals on Wheels, and the Brevard Sharing Center, and 25% to Central Florida 
Presbytery’s PATH (Presbyterians’ Answer to Hunger) offering. 
 
Pineda’s offerings to PATH are combined with those from other churches in the Presbytery and 
divided among PATH Partners to feed hungry people.  PATH Partners are: 
 

 The Society of St. Andrews Gleaning Network (www.endhunger.org) 
 The Second Harvest Food Bank (feedhopenow.org) 
 A.I.R. (Alliance for International Reforestation) Guatemala (www.airguatemala.org) 
 Madagascar Fruit, Vegetable, Environmental Education (FVEE)/Dan and Elizabeth Turk (P.C. 

USA Mission Workers) 
 

The latest quarterly reports from each of these partners is posted on the Presbytery PATH website  
at http://www.cfpresbytery.org/path.html .  Advent Food Pantry purchases some of its food from 
Second Harvest, as we learned from the Mission Connection Sunday presentation on June 7th. 

http://www.endhunger.org
http://feedhopenow.org
http://www.airguatemala.org
http://www.cfpresbytery.org/path.html


The Congregational Meeting previously scheduled for April 26th for the purpose of electing church 
officers and at-large members of the Congregational Nominating Committee has been tentatively 
rescheduled for Sunday, August 2nd following Combined Worship in the Sanctuary.  
 

As with the rest of our church schedule, this is contingent upon Coronavirus infection 
rates and related news. We will keep you posted regarding any future schedule 
changes as soon we receive new information. For the latest schedule information, 
please visit our website at www.pinedapres.org and click on the calendar link. 

Just a reminder that we are now able to receive pledges and offerings  
electronically. The process is very simple.  At the PinedaPres.org website, 
on the home page just click on the tab to the left labeled “Electronic  
Giving”. This will take you to the secure Vanco portal where you may  
enter the amount you wish to contribute along with your credit card or 
checking account information.  You may split the total as you desire 
among four different funds: Operating, Capital, Two Cents per Meal and 

Special Offerings.  While creating a profile with a username and password is not required, it is  
encouraged for regular givers so that your contact information will not have to be reentered each time.  
If you prefer to check out as a guest, just enter the amount, select “One Time” for Donation Frequency, 
and click on “Continue”.  Vanco will send you a receipt for tax purposes. On your smart phone, go the 
App Store or Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church”.  To learn more details there is a helpful 
video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk.   

Pineda Presbyterian Church 
5650 N. Wickham Road, Palm Shores, FL 32940 

www.pinedapres.org          pinedapc.office@gmail.com          321-259-1330 

Food Pantry Donations 
 

Last Month, Pineda helped feed 19 Families with 64 individuals.  An average of 26 bags were handed 
out weekly with a maximum of 29 bags.  9 new families were served. Thanks to everyone for keeping 
the food flowing.  Below is a list of suggested donations. However, any non-perishable food  
donations will be gladly accepted. Please place donations in the bin on the porch of the church office. 

 
Sunday, July 5th - Canned corn 
Sunday, July 12th - Pasta sauce  
Sunday, July 19th - Peanut Butter 
Sunday, July 26th - Canned Seafood (Tuna, salmon, sardines, etc.) 

http://www.pinedapres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk

