
The Tidings 
 

t he  mon th l y  n ews le t t e r  o f  
 

P i n e d a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  

Due to the Coronavirus, our online worship services will 
continue through the end of June.  These services have 
been a great blessing  and will continue to be accessible 

each week on our website at: www.pinedapres.org   
 

Many thanks to Bill Purtill, Pastor Jim Moran, Pat Zinn, 
Praise Band Leader Ken Holt and Organist Kevin O’Crowley 

for making the online services possible! 
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Worship services, events and most meetings have been  
removed from the church calendar for the month of June 
and the church office will remain closed. The Session will 
meet by Zoom as will some ministry teams. Please be in 
touch with your team/committee leaders for details.  

 
During their May Stated Meeting the Session created a 
Church Reopening Task Force which consists of the  
Pastor, as well as a number of church officers and church 
members. The purpose of the Task Force is to research 
and discuss the best plans for eventually reopening the 
church office and resuming in-person worship services 
with everyone’s safety as a priority. The Session will  
receive their report and recommendations at their  
regularly scheduled meeting on June 15th. 

 
Although we are not in the office  

in-person, we are checking voicemails and 
e-mails every day. Please contact the 

church office by e-mail at: 
pinedapc.office@gmail.com  

or by phone at: 321-259-1330  
if you have any concerns or needs.  

2020 



Pastor’s Pondering 
 

My friends, 
 

 As we continue virtual worship in June, our Scripture focus will turn to Paul's letter to 
the church in Rome, after the first Sunday .  So, I encourage you to read all sixteen chapters 
of Romans, which Paul wrote around A.D. 57, as he made plans to visit Rome and then 
Spain.  (p. 3, Douglas Moo, New International Commentary of the New Testament, The Epistle to the  
Romans)   

 

 In the first chapter you will see that Paul made a couple of revelations of what the  
letter's theme is:  1:1-5, which states that Paul was set apart for the gospel concerning the 
Son of God "to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles."  Then in 1:16-17, 
Paul writes that the gospel "is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through 
faith for faith; as it is written, 'The one who is righteous will live by faith.'"  Dr. Moo, thus, 
suggests that the theme of the letter is the gospel.  "Gospel" is the word in Paul's theme 
statement of 1:16-17 that has "pride of place, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel...." (1:17; 

Ibid, p. 29)  The letter to the church in Rome deals with issues of the particular early church, 
for sure, that are not surprisingly issues of today's particular church in these abnormal times.  
See if these issues of the early church Paul addressed are issues for today's church:  "the 
continuity of God's plan of salvation, the sin and need of human beings, God's provision for 
our sin problem in Christ, the means to a life of holiness, and security in the face of  
suffering and death."  (Ibid, p. 22)  Paul's letter to the church in Rome, though written to a  
particular Christian community on a particular occasion, could have been written to guide us 
today in addressing our specific situation, especially "security in the face of suffering and 
death." (Ibid, p. 14)  The good news is that our security rests in the hands of the God whose 
love we know in Jesus.   
 

 The impeccable monk Martin Luther, who came to know the grace of God through 
Romans, wrote in the "Preface to the Epistle to the Romans" (1522) that "(Romans) is worthy 
not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself 
with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  It can never be read or pondered too much, 
and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes." (Ibid, p. 
22)   

 

This June we all need to have a little more "daily bread of the soul."  Read and taste  
Romans, and let's gather virtually to worship the God of Righteousness we know through 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.     
 

May the peace of the Lord be with you all, 
 

Pastor Jim 



The Congregational Meeting previously scheduled for April 26th for the purpose of 
electing church officers and at-large members of the Congregational Nominating 
Committee has been tentatively rescheduled for Sunday, July 12th following Combined 
Worship. All church members are encouraged to attend.   

 
As with the rest of our church schedule, this is contingent upon Coronavirus news and developments. We 
will keep you posted regarding any future schedule changes as soon we receive new information. For the 
latest schedule information, please visit our website at www.pinedapres.org and click on the calendar link. 

Just a reminder that we are now able to receive pledges and offerings  
electronically. While mailing in offerings is still perfectly acceptable, we  
recently partnered with the Presbyterian Foundation and Vanco Payment 
Solutions to provide additional options.  It is now possible to make your  
donations online either at our website or through your smart phone. 
 

The process is very simple.  At the PinedaPres.org website, on the home page just click on the tab to the 
left labeled “Electronic Giving”. This will take you to the secure Vanco portal where you may enter the 
amount you wish to contribute along with your credit card or checking account information.  You may split 
the total as you desire among four different funds: Operating, Capital, Two Cents per Meal and Special 
Offerings.  While creating a profile with a username and password is not required, it is encouraged for  
regular givers so that your contact information will not have to be reentered each time.  If you prefer to 
check out as a guest, just enter the amount, select “One Time” for Donation Frequency, and click on 
“Continue”.  Vanco will send you a receipt for tax purposes. On your smart phone, go the App Store or 
Google Play and search for “GivePlus Church”.  To learn more details there is a helpful video at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk.   

Food Pantry Donations 
 

During May, Pineda helped to feed 39 families with 139 individuals.  An average of 58 bags were handed 
out weekly with a maximum of 76 bags.  28 new families were served.   
 

Advent’ statistics for April were 164 families, 578 individuals, 289 bags and 33 new families.  Their busiest 
week since records have been kept was May 14th with 39 families, 139 individuals, 76 bags and 9 new 
families.  Thanks to everyone for keeping the food flowing during this once in a generation life event.   

 

Below is a list of suggested donations. However, any non-perishable food  
donations will be gladly accepted. Please place donations in the bin on the porch 
of the church office. 

 
Sunday, June 7th - Canned fruit 
Sunday, June 14th - Boxed or bagged breakfast cereal 
Sunday, June 21st - Canned pasta (Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, etc.) 
Sunday, June 28th - Boxed macaroni and cheese 

http://www.pinedapres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk


June 7th 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 14th 
Genesis 18:1-15 & 21:1-7 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:23 

 

June 21st 
Genesis 21:8-21 

Romans 6:1b-11 

Matthew 10:24-39 

 

June 28th 
Genesis 22:1-14 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

LECTIONARY 
READINGS  

SESS ION SOUND B ITES  
(From May  18 th  Meet ing)  

 

 Opened with prayer and devotion led by Elder Denise  
Mosakowski 

 Approved minutes of the April 20 stated meeting 

 Elected Ed Walker to serve as elder commissioner to the 
June 4 Summer Stated Meeting of Presbytery (to be held 
via Zoom) 

 Viewed list of resources on the Presbytery website to plan 
church re-openings 

 Received Moderator’s report 

 Appointed Church Re-Opening Task Force to plan the  
re-opening of Pineda and report back to session at June 15 
stated meeting 

 Approved Sunshine Learning request to re-open in June, 
with monitoring of procedures by Property Team 

 Approved motion to disallow use of church facilities by 
outside groups (other than Sunshine Learning) until Pineda 
has a solid policy in place 

 Received the Treasurer’s report 

 Heard that first online donation has been received 

 Learned that funds from the PPP loan have been deposited 
in the church account 

 Approved motion to apply to Board of Pensions for 3 
months dues relief 

 Approved motion to repay BoP and PPP loans up to the 
amount of any combined Operating and Capital Fund  
surplus at the end of the year 

 Learned that Advent Food Pantry will be the Mission  
Connection Sunday speaker in June (virtual presentation), 
but without a potluck luncheon 

 Heard that Nominating Committee has a full slate of  
nominees to present at the Congregational Meeting 

 Approved motion to extend online worship through end of 
June 

 Approved virtual celebration of communion on June 7 

 Rescheduled Congregational Meeting to 2nd Sunday in July 

 Postponed installation and ordination of new officers 

 Adjourned with prayer 



Mission Team News 
 

Mission Connection Sunday - June 7th 

The Mission Team is pleased to announce Advent Lutheran Church 
Food Pantry as our first Mission Connection speaker this summer.  
We will still be worshipping virtually on June 7th, so our guests will 
present by video.  We won’t have our usual potluck luncheon or 
Q&A session, but if you have questions after watching the video, 
please send them to any Mission Team member and we’ll follow up 
on them by email.  The Food Pantry is especially busy now, with 
more people unable to work because of the coronavirus pandemic.  
Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  Please join us during 
worship on June 7th, and learn what happens to the cans and boxes 
you faithfully drop off. 
 

Mission Connection speakers have also been identified for July and August.  We look forward 
to hearing about The Children’s Hunger Project in Brevard on July 26th and from His Place 
Ministries on August 23rd. 

 

Mission Team Disbursements 

Thank you so much for your generous contributions to our offerings and mission partners!   
The Mission Team recently sent checks to the following: 

• Blanket Sunday Fund (Church World Service) - $867 

• Chili Cook-off (Advent Food Pantry) - $171 

• Remainder of Bahamas Dorian Relief (Samaritan’s Purse) - $470.62 

 

Other Mission News 

 Our sister churches in Cuba are still closed, but no cases have been found in either  
community.  Cuba is now allowing limited flights back into the country, but the  
economic situation is very bad, with extensive shortages in general and increased food 
shortages.  The Synod of Cuba has requested that we hold off all visits until at least  
October.  The Cuba Partner Network is looking for efficient ways to send money to  
Cuba.  We normally send cash with people traveling on partnership trips, but that will not 
be possible until such trips resume.  Please continue to pray for our churches in particular 
(Iguará and Meneses), El Centro Presbytery and Synod of Cuba leaders and pastors, and 
for humanitarian solutions that can transcend politics.  

 

 The special offering for BIRP, to support Puerto Rico, will be rescheduled after we  
resume in-person worship.  

 

 Pineda’s portion of the Pentecost Offering (40%) will be sent to the Children’s Hunger 
Project. 



Mission Team News continued 
 

Introduction by Pat Zinn:  The following is a translation of a recent letter to Pineda 
from Daylén Sanchez (from the Iguará church) who is a third-year medical student in 
Sancti Spiritus.  Cubans are still quarantined; universities are closed and students are 
expected to continue their studies on their own. It’s more of a devotional, and the style 
is typical of “formal” letters I   received from other Cubans. It is filled with deep       
concern for “the least of these”, which is also a hallmark of the churches in Cuba. 
 

 

Daylén’s letter to Pineda - 5/27/20 
 

Good day, brothers and sisters in Christ.  I hope that everyone is well in the face of this 
pandemic.  In moments like these, the love of Christ unites us even more despite the        
distance because Christ is the mediator of all our love.  We will go down the road looking 
for God, but attentive to the needs of our brothers.  In whatever moment, in whatever place, 
in whatever company, you will ask yourself the admirable question, “What good can I do 
here?” and you will always find an answer in the depths of your heart, together with your 
ears, eyes, and hands so that no need, anguish or abandonment passes by.  And when the 
road is full of footprints but you see no one on it, when the sun shines but the road is       
already lonely, return immediately towards your God who seems hidden.  If He asks you 
from within yourself, “How is it that you didn’t look for me, my child?”, you will say, “I 
looked for you, Lord, but in others.  Yes, Lord, you were in the anguishes, in the needs, in 
the abandonment of others.  

 

Brothers and sisters, there are many people in this world who are abandoned, in anguish, 
with needs.  And who thinks about them?  Who watches for them?  Who prays every day for 
them?  I know the arrival of this pandemic has caused much damage, but who of you has 
seen the good side of it?  How many of us pray before we leave our house?  How many of 
us pray upon returning home?  How many of us tell a family member or a close friend that 
we love them?  These are small details that we have lost, brothers and sisters.  How long 
since we’ve seen each other or even said hello?  I think this pandemic teaches us to value 
more highly that person whom we have at our side.  They may be hundreds of kilometers 
away but you know that if you call, they will be there for you and that is how it should be 
when we travel this highway, to give strength to the abandoned, the needy, and the          
anguished.  

 

May you have a lovely day, and may God bless you. 



“The Still-Blowing Wind of Pentecost” 

 

June 1 brought our liturgical calendar back into Ordinary Time, as we count (order) the Sundays after 

Pentecost until the first Sunday of Advent. “Ordinary” Time does not mean “commonplace”, but refers 

to the ordered or counted weeks outside the liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and  

Easter. Ordinary Time celebrates our call to follow Christ into our everyday lives. 

 

Ordinary Time 2020 is about as un-ordinary as can be. Our daily lives are still constrained by the  

coronavirus pandemic, but with the spread and risk of new cases reduced to a more manageable 

level, we’re finally moving toward a new, different normal. We rejoice as our churches plan and  

resume in-person worship - at the right time for each congregation. At the same time we hold our 

breath, hoping and praying that our new procedures will be effective and that society in general won’t 

abandon all precautions and trigger a resurgence of the virus. 

 

Pentecost is normally one of our most festive Sundays, with celebrations involving symbols of wind, 

flame and dove. Scripture tells us that God’s Holy Spirit suddenly broke in on the disciples ’gathering 

as a noise from heaven “like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house.” (Acts 2:2 NASB) I 

can imagine that wind surprising and startling the disciples, blowing cobwebs of confusion from their 

minds and filling them with wonder and new power. Tongues of fire rush into and about the room, 

spreading to every person. The room is filled with excitement, confusion, and joy! 

 

Many of us had a different Pentecost this year. I missed the joy of being together for worship with red 

paraments, of looking out from the choir loft at a joyful sea of red; I missed bright Pentecost banners, 

special choir anthems and spirited congregational singing. A virtual service with all the right colors 

and hymns, and maybe even a virtual choir, just wasn’t the same. Instead, we had to sing the Lord’s 

song in a foreign (coronavirus) land (Psalm 137:4). 

 

Uh oh. . . that sure didn’t sound like “rejoice always” and “in everything give thanks.” (I Thess. 5:16-

18) I recently heard a pastor assert that it’s time to stop focusing on what has been lost, and instead  

remember what we still have - especially God’s abiding presence. God’s abiding presence is the  

central message of Pentecost: the Holy Spirit was sent to empower, teach, and comfort the disciples 

and to stay with them always. More than that, God sends the Holy Spirit to be with all believers - 

even me, and even when I complain about life in coronavirus-land. 

 

Continued on next page 
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So let’s take another look at Pentecost 2020. Does the Holy Spirit still blow through us this  

Pentecost? The answer is a resounding “Yes!” Since mid-March, I’ve seen the Spirit blow away  

long-standing assumptions about how, where, and when we worship. I’ve seen the Spirit startle us 

out of our comfort zone, breathe “can-do” attitudes into our church leaders, and whisper  

encouragement as we try new ways to worship and reach out.  The Spirit is pushing church  

members to take on new tasks and learn new skills which enable us to continue worshipping 

“together” in this time of physical separation. The Spirit is with each of us in our isolation, kindling 

flames of greater empathy with the loneliness of members who have been homebound or shut in for 

much longer than 2-1/2 months. I’ve watched the Spirit gently blow on a spark of creativity and fan it 

into the flames of new ways to function - virtual session, committee, and congregational meetings, 

virtual choirs, new ways to receive donations, online Bible studies, etc. 

 

Yes, the Holy Spirit is still working through God’s people in this un-ordinary Ordinary Time! I give 

thanks for teaching elders, ruling elders, and deacons at all levels of our denomination who are  

fulfilling their ordination vow to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love: for 

the imagination and love of the Board of Pension in offering to waive 3 months of dues for smaller 

congregations; for the energy and intelligence of GA agencies, synods, and presbyteries as they  

develop and share guidance for re-opening our churches; for the intelligence and imagination of  

Central Florida pastors who share their technological expertise to improve the worship experience of 

other churches; for the energy and imagination of church musicians and technicians who are finding 

new ways to make a joyful noise in virtual worship; for the energy, intelligence, imagination and love 

modeled by our Central Florida Presbytery staff as they continue to connect with and support our 

churches. 

 

The Holy Spirit is still working in our Presbytery and in our congregations. I am especially thankful for 

the creativity and detailed planning of our Presbytery Staff in preparation for our Summer Presbytery  

Meeting by Zoom.  

 

Rejoicing as the Spirit continues to blow through us, 

 

Patricia Zinn 

Moderator of Central Florida Presbytery 


