
Pineda Presbyterian Church will return to in-person worship 
on Sunday, August 30th at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Please read the following pages for more information about 
the procedures for attending in-person worship.  You may 
also visit our church website at: www.pinedapres.org to 

watch the informative video created by Bill Purtill. 

 
Online worship services will continue to be offered each 

Sunday morning on our website until further notice (at least 
through the end of September). These services have been a 
great blessing and we thank all who are involved in making 

this alternative worship experience possible. 

 
Although in-person worship is returning at this time, small groups and fellowship 
activities will not meet at the church until a later phase.  Session and Ministry 
Team meetings are taking place via Zoom, and staff members continue to work 
from home for now.  We are checking voicemail and email each day. If you have 

any concerns or needs, please contact the church office by email at: 
pinedapc.office@gmail.com or by phone at: 321-259-1330. 

 
Please be sure to have someone notify the  
church office if you become hospitalized. 

t h e  m o n t h l y  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  

2020 



In-Person Worship Instructions 
 

The Session of Pineda Presbyterian Church has decided to reopen our sanctuary for in-person  
worship beginning Sunday, August 30th.  Due to the continued presence of the COVID-19 virus, we 
are asking all worship attendees to honor and comply with the following worship guidelines.  These 
worship times and guidelines follow the Pineda Reopening Plan adopted by the Session and will be 
reviewed by the session on a monthly basis.  We will continue posting online worship services on our 
website until further notice. 
 

Please know that choosing whether or not to attend in-person worship during the ongoing pandemic is 
an individual decision for each person and family.  Your decision is based on your individual health, 
physical, and emotional needs.  We validate and honor your decision!  You are a valued member and 
friend of our fellowship whether you are present physically or virtually!   

 
 

1.  One service will be held in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m.  The service will last approximately 45 
minutes, to minimize exposure to airborne virus particles. 
 

2.  The sanctuary doors will open at 9:45 a.m.  Enter only through the rear double doors that face 
Wickham Road.  In order to promote social distancing and prevent congestion at the entrance doors, 
please remain in your car until you have completed and signed a health survey and a parking  
attendant has indicated that it is safe for you to proceed.  Maintain social distancing (6 feet minimum) 
as you approach the sanctuary.   
 

3.  At the door, your health survey form will be reviewed and collected.  You will then sanitize your 
hands (placing them under the touchless hand sanitizing station) and your temperature will be 
checked with a touchless thermometer.  Please do not physically greet anyone by embracing or  
touching, and do not touch the hand sanitizer stands or doors.  
 

4.  Everyone must wear a mask or cloth face covering.  Masks will be available for anyone who does 
not have one.   
 

5.  The offering plate will not be passed during the service. An offering plate will be available inside the 
door when you enter.  You may also continue to mail your offerings to the church.  The session  
encourages you to give online to reduce the need for staff to handle checks or currency.  
 

6.  Paper bulletins, announcements, and prayer lists will not be printed or distributed.  This is for your 
safety and the safety of others.  Pineda Church will continue to send the bulletin, announcements, and 
prayer list by email on Saturday. 
 

(Continued on next page) 



In-Person Worship Instructions continued 
 

7.  The ushers will direct you to authorized and available seating, while also maintaining physical  
distance.  Seating has been prearranged to create adequate physical distancing, so please accept the 
seating that is offered.  The seating in the sanctuary allows for a maximum attendance of 52 and a 
minimum of 6 feet separation between worshipers.   
 

8.  If you need a hearing assistance device, please tell the usher before you are seated, and one will 
be provided. 
 

9.  Please continue to wear your mask throughout the service.  Masks are awkward and bothersome 
to wear, but they represent respect and honor toward those in attendance with us. 
 

10.  No singing is allowed.  Singing and musical wind instruments add to the aerosolizing of  
respiratory droplets. If you would like to hum during hymns, pleased keep your mouth closed. 
 

11.  Communion will not be celebrated in the sanctuary, but we will continue to celebrate virtual  
communion online on the first Sunday of the month. 
 

12.  Worship God in the Spirit of Christ.  As we follow these guidelines, we can honor God and one 
another, and demonstrate “love in action.” 
 

13.  Following the charge and benediction, the ushers will dismiss you by rows, and will direct you to 
either the rear doors or the door by the old kitchen.  This procedure is intended to deter anyone from 
mingling and compromising the social distance guidelines established by the White House Task Force, 
the CDC, the State of Florida, and the Session of Pineda Presbyterian church. 
 

14.  Continue to maintain social distance as you return to your cars.   
 

15.  Celebrate the opportunity to be together, no matter how seemingly constrained. 
 

We know these guidelines are both restrictive and bothersome.  They are in place to ensure  
everyone’s safety.  If Pineda experiences even one case of COVID-19 on our campus, we will have to 
close again for at least 2 weeks before we can consider returning to in-person worship. For contact 
tracing purposes, please be sure to notify the church office by voicemail or e-mail if you or someone in 
your household tests positive for COVID-19 or if you have been in contact (15 minutes or more) with 
someone who has tested positive or has had symptoms of COVID-19.  
 

Thank you for your patience, help, and forbearance in all that we are striving to do. 



Pastor’s Pondering 
 

My friends in the body of Christ, 

 

As we began our journey through the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church in 
Rome, I quoted from 1:16, where Paul wrote that the gospel "is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.'" I remind 
you that, in his mammoth commentary on Romans, Dr. Moo suggests that the theme 
of the letter is the gospel. (p. 29, Douglas Moo, New International Commentary of the 
New Testament, The Epistle to the Romans)  I suggested as we began Romans that the 
letter to the church in Rome deals with a number of issues of the particular early 
church that we can relate to especially well in these abnormal times. A major issue 
that the early church dealt with that Paul addressed was “security in the face of  
suffering and death." (Ibid, p. 22)  Paul's letter to the church in Rome, though written 
to a particular Christian community on a particular occasion, addresses today our  
desire for "security in the face of suffering and death." (Ibid, p. 14) I will say again 
what I said then, “The good news is that our security rests in the hands of the God 
whose love we know in Jesus.”  Over these past three months, I hope you took the  
reforming monk Martin Luther’s advice and read the letter to the Romans.  Luther 
thought that Romans was “the daily bread of the soul” that could “never be read or 
pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, and 
the better it tastes." (Ibid, p. 22)  If you have not read all sixteen chapters, do so the 
first two weeks of September to finish our focus on Romans, since we will be moving 
to the Gospel of Matthew for the second half of September in worship.    

 

These days in September we still need a little more "daily bread of the soul,"  
which I believe you can find either in-person or virtually in worship at Pineda.  
Though you may continue to gather virtually to worship, you now have the option to 
worship in-person in the sanctuary for your weekly “daily bread.”  Please take note of 
the strict rules for coming to worship and decide if you are willing to follow them.  
There will be no exceptions to wearing mask the whole time you are on the church 
property. If you are not able to wear a mask or have any morbidities, please stay home 
to worship online and wait until the church moves forward in its opening stages to  
return to in-person worship in the sanctuary, when our gathering physically for  
worship will be safer and these restrictions will not be necessary.  May the love, joy, 
hope, and  

 

Peace be with you all, 

 
Pastor Jim 



Congregational Meeting - September 13th 
 

The congregational meeting to elect new church officers, scheduled for April 26, 2020, 
was postponed several times because of the coronavirus.  Now that Pineda is re-opening 
for in-person worship, the congregational meeting has been re-scheduled for Sunday, 
September 13th, immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  A quorum of 24 
members plus the moderator is needed to transact business. 
 

In addition to electing elders and deacons for the class of 2023 and at-large members of 
the congregational nominating committee, the congregation will consider and act on two 
proposed amendments to the church bylaws which have been recommended by the  
session.  The text and explanation of the amendments is presented below so that you can 
be prepared for the meeting. 
 

1. Recommendation to amend by-laws to provide for electronic meetings  
Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised allows for electronic meetings.  Dan Williams, 
Stated Clerk of Central Florida Presbytery, issued an advisory to the Presbytery  
explaining the importance of having a section in the congregation’s bylaws to define 
electronic meetings as an authorized meeting, along with rules and procedures for 
such meetings.  Ideally, the amendment would have been in place before the first  
electronic meeting was held, but that was not possible because of the unexpected 
shutdown of the church due to the coronavirus.  Dan advised the presbytery that  
congregations be allowed to hold electronic meetings during the pandemic with the 
provision that the church bylaws be amended at the earliest possible congregational 
meeting, and that the amendment be the first item of business on the agenda. 

 

The proposed amendment adds Paragraph 5 to Article IV (Meetings), as follows: 
 

5) An electronic meeting may be held and business conducted, so long as the meeting 
provides conditions of opportunity for simultaneous aural communication among all  
participating members equivalent to those of meetings held in one room or area.   
(See Roberts Rules of Order (Newly Revised), pp. 97-99) 

 

 a) Technology used for an electronic meeting may include a telephone  
conference call, Skype or other internet teleconference means (such as Go-to-Meeting or 
Zoom). 
 

 b) The notice for the electronic meeting shall include an adequate description of 
how to participate in it.  (For example, the internet link for the video conference and the 
associated telephone number for non-video participation must be provided.) 
 

 c) Provision ordinarily shall be made for a common meeting location for those 
who prefer to attend in person. 
 

 d) All existing rules for determining a quorum, participating in debate, and voting 
shall apply to electronic meetings.  Taking votes by email is not a proper extension of this 
bylaw. 
 

 e) These rules shall also apply to meetings of committees  and entities of 
Pineda Presbyterian Church. 
 

 (Continued on next page) 



The Peace & Global Witness Offering is 

one of the four special offerings we receive 

each year. This offering will be received on 

World Communion Sunday, October 4th.  

 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness 

Offering enables the church to promote the 

Peace of Christ by addressing systems of 

injustice around the world.  

 

 Individual congregations are 

encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this 

Offering to connect with the global 

witness of Christ's peace.  

 Mid councils retain an additional 25% 

for ministries of peace and 

reconciliation.  

 The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to 

advocate for peace and justice in 

cultures of violence, including our own, 

through collaborative projects of 

education and Christian witness.  

 

More information will follow this month 

through Minutes for Mission and email. 

Congregational Meeting continued 
 

2.  Recommendation to amend Pineda bylaws to bring procedure for approving  
congregational meeting minutes into full accordance with 2009-2011 Book of Order, as 
shown below. 
   

Article VII (Minutes of Congregational Meeting) - Add the wording below to the current 
paragraph: 
 

If the congregation does not approve the minutes of a congregational meeting before  
adjournment, the session shall read, correct, and approve the minutes of that  
congregational meeting at its next scheduled meeting and shall enter them into the  
permanent record. At the next meeting of the congregation, the clerk shall have the 
minutes available and shall report the session’s action. The congregation may ask to have 
them read and may make additions or corrections by vote. 



Food Pantry Donations 
Last Month, Pineda helped feed 27 Families with 96 individuals.   
An average of 34 bags were handed out weekly with a maximum  
of 47 bags.  10 new families were served.    

 
Many thanks to everyone for keeping up the good work.  
Much is needed as unemployment rises.  Below is a list 
of suggested donations. However, any non-perishable 
food donations will be gladly accepted. Please place  
donations in the bin on the porch of the church office. 

 
 

Sunday, September 6th - Canned fruit 

Sunday, September 13th - Boxed or bagged breakfast cereal 

Sunday, September 20th - Canned pasta (Ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, etc.) 

Sunday, September 27th - Boxed macaroni and cheese 

September 6th 
 

Exodus 12:1-14 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 13th 
 

Exodus 14:19-31 
Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

 

September 20th 
 

Exodus 16:2-15 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 

September 27th 
 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 

SEPTEMBER 
LECTIONARY  
READINGS  

We are now able to receive pledges 

and offerings electronically. The 

process is very simple.  At the 

PinedaPres.org website, on the 

home page just click on the tab   

labeled “Electronic Giving”.  
 

This will take you to the secure Vanco portal where you may enter 

the amount you wish to contribute along with your credit card or 

checking account information.  You may split the total as you desire 

among four different funds: Operating, Capital, Five Cents per Meal 

and Special Offerings.  While creating a profile with a username and 

password is not required, it is encouraged for regular givers so that 

your contact information will not have to be reentered each time.  If 

you prefer to check out as a guest, just enter the amount, select “One 

Time” for Donation Frequency, and click on “Continue”.  Vanco will 

send you a receipt for tax purposes.  
 

On your smart phone, go the App Store or Google Play and search 

for “GivePlus Church”.  To learn more details there is a helpful video 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk.   

http://www.pinedapres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAjqUxK8YRk
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9/5    Jennifer Arey 

9/6    Marijane VanOst 

9/9    Jean Beschen 

9/11    Peter Todsen 

9/12    Jane Snodgrass 

9/15    Sue Lundgren 

9/20    Sandra Kimball 

9/23    Bill Purtill 

9/25    Isobel Sylvester 

9/5 

Dick & Sue Noonan 

 

9/11 

Steve & Brenda Weston 

 

9/14 

Ed & Dian Walker 

 

9/22 

Laird & Joyce Arey 

 

9/23 

Loy & Rhenae Sikdar 

Session Sound Bites 
(From August 17th Meeting) 

 

 Opened with prayer and devotion led by Elder Herb  
Dankmyer 

 Heard a presentation on the Vital Congregations Initiative 

 Approved minutes of the July 27th stated meeting 

 Learned that 2021 Per Capita will remain at $19.25 

 Elected Haskell Walker to serve as Elder Commissioner to the 
September 1st Presbytery Meeting 

 Received Moderator’s report 

 Heard that Evangelism Team is responding to inquiries from a 
visitor who attended our online worship 

 Learned that protective plexiglass screen for the church office  
is ready to be installed and that MERV-13 air filters will be 
changed again the first week of October 

 Received the Treasurer’s report 

 Approved virtual celebration of communion on September 6th 

 Reviewed results of August 16th dry run to test in-person  
worship procedures, and deemed it a success  

 Confirmed resumption of in-person worship on August 30th 

 Confirmed that online worship will continue as long as  
required, even after in-person worship resumes 

 Reviewed plans for September 13th Congregational Meeting, 
and directed the clerk to mail notification and text of proposed 
by-laws changes by August 30th 

 Rescinded July 27th session decision allowing groups of <10 to 
meet in the sanctuary before stage 3 of reopening plan 

 Tasked Facilities team with developing a hurricane/disaster  
preparedness plan and associated policies 

 Adjourned with prayer 


